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SEA TURTLE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
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Sea Turtle

Sea turtles are large, air-breathing reptiles that inhabit tropical and subtropical seas
throughout the world. Their shells consist of an upper part (carapace) and a lower

section (plastron). Hard scales (or scutes) cover all but the leatherback, and the
number and arrangement of these scutes can be used to determine the species.



Sea Turtle Classification

KINGDOM - Animalia
PHYLUM - Chordata
CLASS - Reptilia

* Class Reptilia includes snakes, lizards, crocodiles, and turtles. Reptiles are ectothermic (cold-blooded) and are vertebrates (have a
spine). All reptiles have scaly skin, breathe air with lungs, and have a three-chambered heart. Most reptiles lay eggs.

ORDER - Testudines

* Order Testudines includes all turtles and tortoises. It is divided into three suborders. Pleurodira includes side-necked turtles,
Cryptodira includes all other living species of turtles and tortoises, and Amphichelydia includes all extinct species.

SUBORDER - Cryptodira

» Suborder Cryptodira includes freshwater turtles, snapping turtles, tortoises, soft-shelled turtles, and sea turtles.

FAMILY - Cheloniidae or Dermochelyidae

* Sea turtles fall into one of two families. Family Cheloniidae includes sea turtles which have shells covered with scutes (horny plates).
Family Dermochelyidae includes only one modern species of sea turtle, the leatherback turtle. Rather than a shell covered with
scutes, leatherbacks have leathery skin.

GENUS and SPECIES

* Most scientists currently recognize seven living species of sea turtles grouped into six genera.
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(Identification Key of Sea Turtle in Southeast Asia)
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MARINE TURTLES IDENTIFICATION KEY

Flexible carapace with:
* no scutes (plates)

* 5to 7 ridges

* black with white spots

Bony carapace with:
* scutes (plates)
* no ridges

4 pairs of 6 or more pairs
lateral scutes of lateral scutes

(sometimes asymmetrical)

5 pairs of
lateral scutes

Leathery, flexible carapace
Dark with white spots
Jaw deeply notched
Leatherback turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea)

Ridge at the end of the carapace

Loggerhead turtle
(Caretta caretta)

Almost circular carapace
Dark grey to dark green
Usually small size
Olive-ridley turtle
(Lepidochelys olivacea)

scales

2 pairs of prefrontal scales 1 pair of prefrontal scales
Overlapping scutes Non overlapping scutes
Bird-like beak Rounded head
Hawksbill turtle Green turtle

(Eretmochelys imbricata) (Chelonia mydas)
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Description:

Narrow head and have 2

pairs of prefrontal scales

L61MNSE (Hawksbell Sea Turtle) LIRSS SR el
- Bony carapace without
Scientific Name: Eretmochelys imbricata ridges, elliptical shaped

and has large, over-

Anwuznaly: lapping scutes with 4
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- Flippers have 2 claws. Hawksbill turtle
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Description:

Small and blunt head and

have a single pair of

L6116y (Green Sea Turtle) SEEATRIEE IS Prefrontal

- Body carapace without scales

Scientific Name: Chelonia mydas ridges, and has large,

over-lapping scutes with
Anuugnaly:

4 |ateral scutes.

- Color varies from pale to 91 pair of prefrontal scales

. : i o = — — very dark green. Non overlapping scutes
BLAEaIN LNAAUBRAIURINDUNARINIIUIN 1 F {INARNANUAAN 971U 5 1nam tNae ks Body is nearly oval. Rounded head
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Green turtle
(Chelonia mydas)
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Flexible carapace with:
* No scutes (plates)
510 7 ridges

Description: _ _
e black with white spots
The leatherback is the only I
sea turtle that lacks a hard
LeIuzLWav (Leatherback Sea Turtle) shell.

- Carapace large elongated

Scientific Name: Chelonia mydas and flexible with S

distinct ridge, no scutes.

Anwaueialy: - All flippers are without
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18111 (Olive Ridley Sea Turtle)

Scientific Name: Lepidochelys olivacea
Anuaenall:
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Carapace olive green colored

with smallhead.

Description:

Bony carapace without
ridges, and has 6 or more

lateral scutes, nearly

circular and smooth. Almost circular carapace
Flipper have 1 or 2 Dark grey to dark green
claws. Usually small size
Juvenile color charcoal 0|ive-rid|ey turtle
gray, adult color dark (Lepidochelys olivacea)
gray-green.
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5 pairs of
Description: lateral scutes

Head is very large with heavy

strong jaws.

LEAIADU (Loggerhead Sea Turtle) - Bony carapace without

ridges, heart shaped and

Scientific Name: Caretta catetta ,
has large, non-overlapping,

o & rough scutes with 5 lateral
Anwauenaly:

scutes.

- Flippers have 2 or 3 claws.  Rjdge at the end of the carapace

oo P e @ = v ao v - Color reddish-brown with
191U9U 2 @ AUENUYI LAINAAUUNSEABNAAYLAITINEIWIUTNAY Loggerhead turtle

yellowish-brown plastron. (Caretta caretta)
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