
Combatting IUU fishing through the PSMA
and international instruments



- Actions by States, individually, in consultation with national stakeholders

long-term conservation and
sustainable use of fisheries resources….

….maintaining their quality, diversity and
availability for present and future generations

Sound fisheries management guarantees the

- Bilateral / multilateral cooperation among States
- Efforts of Regional Fisheries Management Organizations
- Contributions from relevant governmental and non-governmental organizations 

This is achieved through: 



Data Collection, Research
and Analyses

Fish stocks, ecology,
environment, catch, effort, fishing 

operations, trade, processing,
socio-economics etc.

Implementation + Enforcement
-Effective legal, administrative

and institutional structures
-Management actions

- Reporting
- Monitoring, Control and Surveillance

- Management in partnership

The Fisheries Management Process

Objectives and considerations

Formulation of Fisheries
Policy and

Legislative Framework

Formulation of
Management Plans

-Multidisciplinary and
stakeholder participation

Adoption of
Fisheries Regulations

-Technical measures
-Catch Control

- Capacity/Effort Control
- Seasonal closures

- Access Control
-Post harvest and trade measures

Review Process

International and 
regional law + 

policy
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The definition of IUU fishing
Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a broad term originally defined in 
2001, within the context of the IPOA-IUU, and includes:

• Fishing and fishing-related activities conducted in contravention of national, regional and international 
laws. (illegal)

• Non-reporting, misreporting or under-reporting of information on fishing operations and their catches. 
(unreported)

• Fishing by “Stateless” vessels. (unregulated)

• Fishing in convention areas of RFMOs by non-party vessels. (unregulated)

• Fishing activities which are not regulated by States and cannot be easily monitored and accounted for. 
(unregulated)

• Fishing in areas or for fish stocks for which there are no conservation or management measures. (unregulated)



MCS

• Capacity and 
resources to:
üDetect IUU fishing
üEnforce regulations
üTake action and 

prosecute

• Strong political will 
and concerted action, 
including through 
RFMOs, by:
üFlag States
üPort States
üCoastal States
üMarket States

Combatting IUU fishing 



Crimes associated
with fisheries

(not connected to fishing operations but
take place within the fishing sector)

Fisheries-related 
crimes

(directly connected to
fishing operations)

Connection between
IUU fishing and crimes
in the fishery sector Fishing
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Fisheries MCS

Other
Inspection /

Control
Schemes

Crime
Surveillance /

Control
Schemes



International fisheries instruments and tools
to combat IUU fishing

Flag State, Port State, Coastal State, Market State RESPONSIBILITIES
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Status of the PSMA Parties: 62 (including EU)
Non-Party Signatories: 5

At regional level, port State measures are being implemented 
through various RFMOs which include about 130 States

The PSMA entered into force 
on 5th June 2016
(30 days after deposit with FAO DG of the
25th instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession)



Overview of the PSMA requirements and operations

Detection and Investigation 
Action and Prosecution 
Reporting and notification 
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Global Record of
Fishing Vessels

MCS



Meeting of the Parties (MOP) to the PSMA
MOP 1: Oslo, Norway, 29-31 May 2017
MOP 2: Santiago, Chile, 3-6 June 2019

PSMA Open-Ended Technical Working Group on Information Exchange
1st meeting: London, United Kingdom, 16 – 18 April 2018
2nd meeting: Seoul, Korea, 15-17 May 2019

PSMA Part 6 Working Group – Requirements of Developing States
1st meeting: Oslo, Norway, 1-2 June 2017
2nd meeting: Rome, Italy, 5 – 6 July 2018
3rd meeting: Santiago, Chile, 7 June 2019

Putting the PSMA into action

Ø Rules of procedure for the meetings of the Parties
Ø Global information exchange mechanism for the implementation of the PSMA
Ø Requirements of developing States – funding mechanisms
Ø Monitoring, review and assessment of implementation of the Agreement
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46 National Contact Points and 335 Designated Ports submitted
(as at 9 July 2019)



For the PSMA and complementary 
instruments to be effective, States 
need to move ahead with 
developing implementation 
strategies, supported by sound 
policy, legal and institutional 
frameworks, as well as 
operational mechanisms 
sustained by sufficient human and 
financial resources

Policy and 
legislation

Institutional 
set-up and 

capacity

MCS and 
Operational 
procedures



FAO Global
Capacity Development Programme

• Technical Assistance in up to 40 countries over the next 5 years

• Assistance delivered on the basis of a needs assessment exercise – policy, 
legal, institutional and operational

• Support to implement the PSMA, improve flag State and coastal State 
performance and implement market measures (including CDS)

• Currently 9 projects (total of 18 million USD); donors – European Union, 
Iceland, Norway, Rep. Korea, Sweden and USA

In 2017 technical assistance was provided through TCPs in 30 countries (1.5 million USD)
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IUU Fishing PSMA Global Record

FAO websites on combatting IUU fishing



THANK YOU FOR
YOUR ATTENTION


