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1. Japan’s actions against IlUU

Measures against IUU fishing in RFMOs

* Fishing vessel registration NPEC
* |UU vessel list S

* High seas boarding inspections (NPFC)

Port State Measures (PSM) Agreement

« A member of PSMA since 2017

« Japan implements the agreement under
the Act on Regulation of Fishing Operation by Foreign Nationals.

Catch Documentation Scheme

« Started catch documentation scheme, based on the legislation



2. Background and Objective of Japan’s scheme

lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing is a serious
threat to sustainable use of fishery resources.

Preventing IUU catches from entering big seafood supply chains
IS an effective measure against IUU fishing

Japan’s legislation, Act on Ensuring the Proper Domestic
Distribution and Importation of Specified Aguatic Animals
and Plants aims to stop the flow of IUU catches into one of the
largest seafood market, and thereby to contribute to the
prevention of illegal fishing and the sustainable use of fishery
resources.

It entered into force on 15t December 2022.



2. Background and Objective of Japan’s scheme

The Act stipulates two separate measures against lUU fishing.

- Regulation on a Japanese domestic market
(for Class | species)

* The domestic measure does not require foreign countries to take any
additional procedures.

- Regulation on imports
(Catch Documentation Scheme for Class Il species)



3. Regulation on a Japanese domestic market

Class | Fish Species / Class | Fishery Products

Class | fish species

Sea cucumber, Abalone, Glass eel*

&F O

*Glass eel is scheduled to be applied from 2025 as Class |

Class | fishery products

Fishery products that are or made of / from above fish species

@

* The domestic measure does not require foreign countries to take any additional procedures.



4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)
Class Il Fish Species / Class Il Fishery Products

Class Il fish species

Squid & cuttle fish, Pacific saury (Cololabis spp.),
Mackerel (Scomber spp.), Sardine (Sardinops spp.)

-

Class Il fishery products

Fishery products that are or made of / from above fish species



4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

Bilateral Consultation & Flag State Notification

Bilateral Consultation

Confirming content of a flag State notification including a format of catch

certificate between a flag State and Japan

1)national arrangements which -
regulate illegal fishing and (mmmm— | Flag state
conservation and management e notification
measures. |

2) the competent authority

3) format of the catch certificate.
4) use of electronic means Acknowledgmem!




4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

Catch Certificate (sample model)

Sample

Catch Certificate for Class 1l Aquatic Animals and Plants under Article 11 of Act on Ensurning the
Proper Domestic Distribution and Importation of Specified Aquatic Animals and Plants

(a)Valdating authonty

(£ Declaration of transshipment at sea

Document numiber:

Mame of validating autharity

MName and fite of oficial:

Agdress of the authoriny:

Tel.fFax

() FisShing vesse! Informatian

Fisning vessal name:

Flag - Home podt and
registration numipes:

Call sign:

IMCILICYT's numbenUnigue
vessel Igentfier (T issusd):

Mame of master of fsning | .. ) Transsripmeant —
. Signature and date; e : Eslimatad weight (kgl:
Master ofreceving | g A P IMO/Liayds number
vessel E ) : sign: [ Issued):

(g} Transshipment authorizaton within 3 port area

Fishing license Mo —'vald o

Innarsat No/Fax MoTeiaphone Mo/E-mall address (I Isswed):

Hame and fiie of

() Produst Informaton

(&) Resouns management

Referance of applicable consenvaton and

s}

41 [Abanic, Southwest]

=

1 (Pacific, Westem Cantral)

Descriphion of product Type of processing authorized on boand:
R e MANIGRMENT MEIEUTes:
- ) JPN Import Calch es: Estimated Iive Estimated welgnt | verfed weight
Species: statistical code ) welght {kg): o be langed (kg | landed (kg) where
approprate:
Catch area - Put a chieck mark o the appropriate box.
FAD Code: O 47 (Abantic, Southeast) O 77 (Pacifc, Eastem Central)
O 18 (Arctic Ses O 4B (Abantic, Antarctic) O E1 (Paciic, Southwest)
O 21 (Abianfic, Morthwest) O 51 (ndan Ocean, Westem) O E7 (Paciic, Southeast)
O 27 (Atianfic, Northeast) O 57 (ndanOcean, Easiem) O E3 (Paciic, Antaschic)
O 31 (Ati@nfc, Westem Cemral) O 5B (ndan Ogean, Antancic)
O 34 (AHanic, Eastem Cantral) O &1 (Pactic, Northwest) Applicanis REMOs, If any
O 37 (Mediterranean and Black Sea) | O 67 (Pacific, Northeast)
O

Nams of authortty: Signatura: Andrass of aumonty. | Tel:

aficial: =4 ¥

Port of landing; Date of Endng seal (stampl

(b} Exporter:

:;;"ﬂ'em:r‘_“‘ adaress of Signature: Date: Seal (s@may

(i) Flag State authority valdation

Name/Titie: Signature: Date: Seal istampl

(i Transport detalls jsee Anngx)

(k) Impaoter declaration

Name and adaress of | oo Date- Seal JPH  Import  stabistical

Imparter

code:

DOSUMENts Maquired Tor IMPart via a mind country:

(=} Master of fishing vessel

Hame of master of fishing vessel — Signature — Saal

(1} Impeort controd authortty




4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

TECHNICAL NOTE

June 17, 2022

TECHNICAL NOTE on Class || Aquatic Animals and Plants
Wer2.0

1. Intreduction
llegal, unreported, and wnregulated (IUU) fishing constitutes ane of the most serious threats to

the sustainable use of fishery resources. Preventing IUU catches from entering domesiic supply CO nte ntS Of \] apan C DS (i m pO rt reg U Iati On)
e o (0, e i e 105 v et vt 1 et 100 are covered by the TECHNICAL NOTE

catches. In order to fulfill Japan's responsibility as one of the world's largest importers of fishery . .
products along with the EU and the US, Japan will infreduce a legislation, Act on Ensuring the On C IaSS I I Aq uatl C Anl mals an d Plants .
Proper Domestic Distribution and Importation of Specified Aquatic Animals and Plants (the Act), to
prevent the import of IUU caiches into Japan, aiming at contributing to global efforts to eliminate
IUU fishing. The Act is scheduled to enter into force on December 1 2022 and consists of two
separate measures to regulate 1UU catches: Regulation on Japanese domestic market and Import
regulation.

The former regulation is on Japanese domestic market to address the issue of IUU fishing
property in Japan. To prevent IUU catches taken in Japan from being distributed in Japan or
exported outside of Japan, the regulation requires that Class | Aguatic Animals and Plants, which
is defined as a group of aguatic animals and plants designated to be particularly vulnerable to IUU
fighing in Japan and in need for conservation and management measures, shall not be distributed
in Japan without a catch number and transaction records or exported outside of Japan without &

legal harvest ceriificate. This measure does not require foreign govermments to fake any additional T E C H N I CA L N OT E i S pOS te d O n

procedures.
. . .
The latter reguiation is a catch documentation scheme developed based on the EU catch F h A f J ) b t
certification scheme. It requires that Class Il Aguatic Animals and Plants (Class Il), which is defined IS erl eS gen Cy O a pa n S We SI el
as a group of aguatic animals and plants designated to be particulary vulnerable to IUU fishing by

foreign flagged vessels under foreign laws or intemational conservation and management . - -

measures, shall not be imported into Japan without a caich certificate issued by the flag State of https .//WWW. |fa- maﬁ. qo . I p/2 206 14 " html
the vessel catching Class |l to validate that such catches have been made in accordance with . - - o
applicable laws, regulations, and intemational conservation and management measures.

This TECHMICAL NOTE aims to provide details on the import regulation, Japan's catch
documentation scheme under the Act: the catch ceriificate issued by foreign govermments and
other document{s) provided for in the Ordinance of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries stipulated in Article 11 of the Act as well as implementation of the scheme under the same
Article.



https://www.jfa.maff.go.jp/220614.html

4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)
Main patterns of export

1) Direct Export from a Flag State to Japan

Exporter Importer

i) Indirect Export via a third country to Japan

. *including Japan

o - o
.

Exporter Processor, Warehouse, etc. Importer

10



4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

1) Direct Export from a Flag State to Japan

Flag State Japan

. @Transmiss on @ Submission

of Certificate . of Certificate

— ﬂ Japan
- ‘ - Customs

@ R, Exporter osmm 'ifi Importer
cateh » — Customs check
in Flag State o< S
i,
m @ Catch Certificate
o | . . .
= l Distributed into
Application of Validation and a Japanese Market
Certificate issuance of Certificate

Government Agency
of Flag State * Other documents are required when being
exported indirectly through a third country.

11



4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

I1) Indirect Export via a third country to Japan

Flag State

@ (3 Transmission

- of Certificate
y Exporter
Catch

. ® /'Qm
in Flag State :j Sk

2
m Catch Certificate 4 Third country Distributed into

a Japanese Market

Japan
Customs

Importer

Application of Validation and .
Certificate issuance of Certificate

Processor etc.

Government Agency Application oi T Processing Statement, etc.

of |:|ag State document Issuance of
document

Authority of (@)|Processed
third country  (b)[Not processed

12




4. Regulation on Imports (Japan CDS)

Required Documents for Indirect Export

(a) Processed in a third country, then imported into Japan

Catch Certificate

and
Processing Statement

1. CC number, vessel name & flag state, validation date, catch description, total landed weight (kg),
catch processed (kg), processed fishery product (kg)

2. Name & address of processing plant (PP) 3. Name & address of exporter (if different from PP)
4. Responsible person of PP, signature, date, place
5. Endorsement by Competent Authority, name of official, signature, date, and other information

N 1 in a thir ntry, then im in n
Catch Certificate
and

Document

- Document indicating transportation route of the products from a flag State to a third country
or
- Document issued by an authority in a third country which provides details of the fishery
products concerned, dates of unloading and reloading, names of the vessels or other
means of transport, and conditions of the products in a third country

13



5. Important points in implementing CDS

Cooperation and understanding by all stakeholders is essential
for proper implementation of the Act.

Various information from many stakeholders, including fishers, distributors, trade
business operators, and governments is necessary.

Information dissemination is important.

Japan looks forward to your continued support
In our fight against IUU fishing.

14



6. Updates in 2024

(Only Class | species are affected)

The Act has been amended in June 2024.

It aims to strengthen the transactions of each fish* in the domestic market.
*Large size of Pacific Bluefin tuna will be discussed to be designated in the Ministerial Order.

o .. \202&00 &
Fishers Original Buyer Secondary Buyer !
Receipt (per fish) Receipt (per fish) Information can also be transmitted

through the use of physical tools,

The amended Act requires: such as tags or QR codes.

« to transmit information such as names of vessels and weight of each fish, etc.
at every step of transactions

* to create and store transaction records

» to attach a legal catch certificate when exporting

The major provisions will come into effect within two years.
* The domestic measure does not require foreign countries to take any additional procedures.

Japan continues to make great efforts to fight against IUU Fishing and looks forward to
your continued support.

15



7. Contact Information and Resources

Presenters: Maiko Nakasu maiko nakasulOO@maff.go.jp
Takahiro Fukushima takahiro _fukushim820@matff.go.jp

CDS team at the Fisheries Proper Distribution Promotion Office of the Fisheries
Agency (Yu Otake, Takahiro Fukushima): tekiseika suisan@maff.go.jp

General Information on Japan’s CDS : https://www.|fa.maff.go.jp/220614.html

Class I Information (TECHNICAL NOTE) :
https://www.|fa.maff.go.jp/attach/pdf/220614-3.pdf

The Act updated in June 2024 (Class |) :
https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/ja/outlines/view/130

16
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