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Thailand’s fishery reform

Background: Combating IUUF in Thailand

Key success in combating IUU fishing 

➢ New fisheries and marine laws

➢ Overhauled fisheries Management 
System

➢ Robust MCS System

➢More rigorous law enforcement and 
deterrent sanctions

➢ New Enhanced Traceability System

➢ Preventing Labour exploitation

Traceability &
Import Control

Resources and Fleet 
Management

Re-Organization & 
Cooperation

MCS system

Royal Ordinance on 
Fisheries B.E. 2558 
2015), 2560 (2017)

Royal Ordinance 
on Thai Vessels 
B.E. 2561 (2018)
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CDT from landing point to exportation point           

Domestic catch

Imported fish

Thai flagged vessel

Foreign flagged vessel

Export

Factory
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Related Laws

The Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015)
Section 90 (5) a producer or processor of aquatic animals must prepare evidence 
for traceability in accordance with the rules and procedures prescribed by the 
Director-General

Section 92 specifies that any person wishing to export or transit aquatic animals 
and their products must first present a catch certificate or another document 
proving that these aquatic animals and products were obtained from a legal fishing 
operation to the competent official for inspection
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Traceability for Thai Flagged Vessels

MCPD CC

Inspection at 
Establishment

Validation of 
Catch Certificate  (CC) 

Fishing Info

= IT System

Thai Flagged Catch Certificate

Inspection at 
Establishment 

Fish source and 
production 
1. MCPD
2. Species and fish 

utilisation

Validation of  CC 

Document check 
1. MCPD
2. Species and Fish 

utilisation
3. Export  species and 

weight

LD
MCPD

Inspection at Port 

Fishing license Port out No.
Port in  

No.

Inspection at Port
Before Entry 

to Port
Before Fishing While Fishing

Port out

Vessel
1. Registration No.

2. Fishing licenses
3. VMS signal
4. No. of fishing day

Labour
1. Labour name list
2. Sea book
3. Seaman book
4. Work permit
5. Contract

Fishing Gear
1. Type of fishing gear
2. Mesh Size
3. No. of fishing gear

While Fishing
Before Entry to 

Port

Patrol 
1. Illegal Fishing
2. Offense found,                   

vessel will be called  
to port and 
sanctioned

Sanction

Issuance of                   
Fishing license

Criteria
1. Shall not be illegal under 

Article No.39 of Royal 
Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 
2015

2. Fishing gear
3. VMS Serial No. (vessel ≥ 30 

GT)
4. Vessel sanitary 
5. Fishing area
6. Fishing period

Vessel database        
1. Registration No.
2. Vessel License

E-license

VMS
1. Signal lost  >2hr.
2. Fishing behaviors

VMS

Fishing Information
1. Logbook
2. Fishing gear

Catch Information
1. Landing declaration  (LD)
2. Species and catch weight
3. Species and catch weight 

declared in MCPD are 
consistent with LD

Document check
1. Port in document

(High risk target  
vessel will be 
investigated    by 
VMS tracking and 
fish species.)

Catch 
Certificate

(CC)
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Activities of related stakeholders

• Record catch data in logbook and 
submit to DOF 

Fishing 
vessels

• Record transshipping data in MCTD 
and submit to DOF

Carrier 
vessels

• Record data on every fishing 
vessel berthed or transshipment 
or landing of fish at the port

• Check actual landed weight & 
species of fish

• Issue LD and MCPD

Fishing Port

• Record purchased data in 
MCPD

Buyer

• Implement Traceability 
system

Processing 
Plant

• Present catch certificate 
or any other document 
before exportation

Exporter

•Supervise fishing and 
landing of catch

• Issue catch certificate
DOF
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Inspection at Port
Inspection at 

Establishment

Processing Statement 

Endorsement (PS)
Before Entry 

to Port

Vessel berthed at portAllow to port in

PPS (PSM)

= IT System

Transport

PPS (PSE)

Inspection at 
Establishment 

PS Endorsement 

Actual Weight
1. Species  and actual 

weight

Species, weight 
checking 

Transport 
Control
1. Species  and 

estimated 
weight

Fish source and 
production 
1. IMD/CC
2. Species and fish 

utilisation

Raw Material Balance StockIMD
Port entry Notification 

No. 
Import permit 

No.
Tally Sheet PS

Traceability on Imported Fish

Document 
check 
1. IMD/CC
2. Species and 

Fish 
utilisation

3. Export  
species and 
weight

Processing 
Statement

(PS)

Vessel information
1. Vessel registered in 

RFMOs website
2. History of  Entering to 

Thai Port
3. IUU vessel list

Behavior
1. Carrier vessel route 

tracking 
2. Fishing vessel route 

tracking (suspicious 
vessel)

Fishing information 
1. Carrier License
2. Stowage plan
3. Transshipment 

Declaration
4. Fishing license of 

every donor vessel
5. Registration of                            

carrier and fishing 
vessel

Permit to 
landing
1. Port 

Inspection  
Report 
(PIR)

2. Invoice
3. B/L

Vessel identity 
checking
1. IMO
2. CALL SIGN
3. Vessel name
4. Vessel colour
5. Transshipment 

license

Navigation 
Logbook

Navigation 
Equipment
(AIS signal, 
MMSI No. and 
Serial No. of 
VMS)

Original 
Documents
1. Carrier 

License
2. Registration 

of carrier 
Vessel

3. Skipper 
Certificate or 
Passport of 
captain

FSW System

7



Activities of related stakeholders

• Inspected foreign 
vessels entering Thai 
ports according to the 
PSM

• Issue import permit 
and IMD

• Issue export permit 
and Processing 
statement

DOF

• Apply for port entry 

• present catch certificate or any other 
document for import permission

Foreign-
flagged 
vessels/

Importer 

• Record purchased data in IMD and RMBSBuyer

• Implement Traceability system
Processing 

Plant

• Present catch certificate or any other 
document before exportation

Exporter
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• Documents showing the origin of aquatic animals do not 

come from IUU fishing. (MCDP, IMD, CC)

• Record the type and quantity of incoming raw materials

• Coding system applied (fishing vessel, receipt date, lot No.)

Incoming fish

Cold storage • inventory system, cold storage layout
• Coding system 

Processing • Coding system applied to trace back to source of origin 
• Production record / Product code 
• fish utilization (to be recorded in RMBS)

Export Documents showing the origin of aquatic animals do not 
come from IUU fishing

Control Measure by Processing Establishments
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Risk criteria
• Raw material stock control
• Process control
• Information/data linkage

Thailand has long been implementing a risk-based approach for audits in 
processing plants and continues to do so

3 groups
• High-risk : every 4 months
• Medium-risk : every 6 months
• Low-risk : once a year

Risk

Control Measure by DoF
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E-CDT system 
for exported fish
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THAILAND’S CDT IMPLEMENTATION

1 Thai-Flagged Vessels

2
Port State Measures and 
Processing Statement System 

Implemented along the entire supply chain

Domestic catch

Imported fish
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E-traceability system for monitoring 
Thai-Flagged Vessels

IT system - E285
- Fishing Info
- VMS
- E-License
- Thai-Flagged Catch              

Certification System

E285

M

D

VMS

E-License

Port Out

Fishing Info

Port In

Thai-Flagged 
Catch Certification System

Catch Certificate

EXPORT

Strengthen the inter-
agencies  cooperation

✓MOU between DOF and 
Marine Department 

Daily vessel at port report

Landing declaration

Logbook / MCTD

MCPD

CC

RMBS



E-traceability system for monitoring 
imported fish

IT system:

❖ PSM linked and Processing Statement 
System; PPS

➢ Port State Measures; PSM 

➢ Processing Statement Endorsement 
System; PSE 

❖ Fisheries Single Window; FSW

PSM linked and Processing     

Statement System; PPS

PSM module

AREP
Port Inspection 

Report (PIR)

Notification to Fishing Vessel following 
a request to enter port

RMBS IMD + CC

Processing 
Statement

PSE module

Fisheries Single Window 
(FSW)

Import Permit

Imported Aquatic 
Animal Movement 

Document 
(IMD)

Export Permit

National 
Single 

Window 
(NSW)

Customs 

Department



• CDS and traceability system enable Thailand to trace 
catch from Thai-flagged vessels as well as imported fish 

• The electronic traceability systems greatly increase 
transparency 

E-CDT system - summary
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1. Enhanced Traceability and Transparency

• Tracking the Entire Supply Chain

• Accountability

2. Prevention of Market Access for Illegal Products

• Blocking entry of IUU products

• Compliance with international regulations

3. Supporting Law Enforcement and Resource Management

• Efficient monitoring

• Real-time data sharing 

Benefits of CDT in Preventing IUU Fishing
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4. Strengthening International Cooperation

• Cross-border collaboration

• Harmonization of standards

5. Promotion of Long-Term Fisheries Sustainability

• Preserving fish stocks

• Securing livelihoods

Benefits of CDT in Preventing IUU Fishing
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Data Quality

Ensuring the accuracy and reliability of data collected throughout 

the supply chain is crucial.

Technology Adoption

Implementing CDT systems can be costly and challenging for small-

scale fisheries.

International Cooperation 

Effective CDT systems require collaboration among governments, 

industry stakeholders, and consumers on a global scale.

Challenges and Considerations
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Thank you for your attention

Supinda Chongsuebsuk

supindac@dof.mail.go.th

Department of Fisheries, Thailand

Fish Inspection and Quality Control Division

Department of Fisheries 19


